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aldod nbout the surrounding country
| drow of fariners to the hotel
and not i1 uently resldents of Ur
bana drove down to enjoy the contes!)
between the two greut story tellers)
However well equipped with new mald
| torial wng ley he alwiys found]
himsell van I by Mr, Lincoln
| whose fund of anecdutes seemed In
exbaustibie. OW resldents say tha
the two champior frequently  tolo
glories almost all night, Lincoln sit
ting In an Immense armehalr, with

ke bueflows, worked from sides of
boat by upright poles. When a vessel
g0 equipped strikes shonl wuater the)
bl 4 .are ed by pressure on
the peles, which s gupposed to ralse
the hoat elenr « he bottom, When
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Famous Illinois Tavem.\

Where Lincoln, When a Clreuit Rid{
ing Lawyer, Swapped Stories. :

With tho demolition of the old Kel
ley tavern, torn dJown to make roon
for & barn, therpe pagsed one of the
fumous old telrie f 1linols. Buil
in 1839, old tavern became the
Bl | west bound trav
alors, | t nly hotel hotwess
Danvilio Urbage on Lhe slal
roid

s 1t on) great popularg
1y ¢ I ywanorshin sl
ley, who: aperated it ft-!u
1804 I I the 'G0s In}

W ula topping place of th
old time el riding Tawy ., among
whist Wi Abruham Liveoln and
Judy Pavid  Davl Poth I Lineoh
and L wart friends of Kel
ley, wi I it nud el fonc
of rieg m m' a o witt
both men. Kelley was & great story]
Loll and during the months inber
vening bEtwaen the April wnd Beptom
beer terins of conrt he gsemrchied assld
uously for “new slories to tell Abe’|

Often Lincoln's coming, being her

wide mckers and a bhuffalo robe cush)
lon, known to the household as “Abe't
ehalr.” The old chair Is still o th
poasesalon of the Kolley family, ont
of its most cherlshed heirlooms,

The old tavern played an importan)
puart in the social life of the eommunf
ity. Here durlng the winter monthi
masembled all the young people fo

miles around to dance and enjoy
themselves In the yard were helg
the turkey shoots on Thanksgivin

and Christmas, when the pioneers
sembled to prove thelr wonderfg
skill with thelr old muzsle loadin
firearms. Whisky on these occasion
flawed freely, and some famous fghty
have oceurred nbout the old bulldin
but for the most parl the early settled
was good patured, even in his cups
and no serions damage was done
these encounters.

With the coming of the railroad
and the passing of the stage coao
the ald tavern suffered a lamentabld
falling off in business, and after a p
otrfous existence It was closed
the bullding became the home of
tenant farmer. Later it was usod fe
the storage of grain and farm Impl
ments. Falling into decay, it has al
Iast been torn down, after sn exist
once of 756 years, many of {is timb
golng Into the new barn,




